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Abstract 

The work of Pancharatnam in classical polarisation optics, of Wigner 
and Bargmann on the representation of symmetry operations in quantum 
mechanics, and of Berry in adiabatic cyclic quantum evolution, will be 
described from a historical perspective. The interconnections among the 
three sets of ideas will be highlighted. Later important developments, 
including contributions from India, will be outlined.  

 


